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This article appeared in the Sept. 19, 1995, edition of the "Col unbus

Di spatch,"” Colunbus, OH It confirnms what the | ocal activists have
suspected all along: the incinerator was producing |evels of dioxin that
have significantly dropped since the facility was closed. The article
fol | ows.

DI OXIN DI PS SI NCE PLANT'S CLOSI NG - Levels Drop 46 percent
By Scott Powers, "The Col unbus Di spatch,” Septenber 19, 1995.

Dioxin levels in the air have dropped in nbst South Side areas around the
former trash-burning power plant since the incinerator was closed | ast
Decenber, a study has found.

Anbi ent air sanples taken in May and June by the GChi o Environnental
Protection Agency found significant drops in dioxin levels in the air at
three places near the plant, slight drops at two other places and an
increase in a sixth place, conpared with simlar tests done in April and
May of 1994,

The new study's results say three things: People living on
the South Side now have | ess health risk fromdioxin than before the
pl ant cl osed; The trash plant was responsible for nuch of the dioxin
found in the air, an assunption many officials were reluctant to accept before;
There remains other significant sources of dioxin in the area.

Dioxin is a toxic m xture of chem cals that can be
created through inconplete burning of materials containing chlorine. It
i s considered a probabl e cancer-causing agent at very low | evels, and
al so has been associated with other health problens.

Ohio EPA officials cautioned that the 1994 and 1995 neasurenents do not
conpare easily
because the wind generally was blowing in different directions. That hel ps expl ain
why one pl ace al nost due north of the plant, in Berliner
Park, actually saw an increase in dioxin this year, said Paul Koval,
supervisor of the EPA's air toxics unit.

Still, when all six test |ocations are added together, the total dioxin
| evel dropped 46 percent since 1994.
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"This reinforces the conmmobn-sense answer - that the trash plant was a
source a dioxin," Koval said.

Previ ously, that answer was not taken for granted by sone city officials,
even though nmeasurenents taken inside the trash plant's snokestacks in
1992 and 1994 had found very high dioxin levels in the exhaust gases.

Until now, officials only had conputer nodels to suggest that the dioxin
com ng up the snokestacks was great enough to actually pollute the
nei ghbor hood ai r.

"It does appear that the solid waste facility does have a neasurabl e
i npact,"” said Mchael J. Ponmpili, assistant Col unbus heal th comm ssi oner
for environnmental health. "W have been conmitted to doing the objective
science, and this is a part of this process."

Gove City resident Teresa MIls, a |leader of a citizens group that has
| ong been critical of the plant, said the findings should be a warning to
anyone thinki ng about reopening it.

Col unbus has been considering selling the plant.

"You have possibly on of the | argest known sources of dioxin in the
country; you close it, and you woul d expect a decrease,"” she said. "And
in fact you have it."

The bi ggest drop was recorded in the air sanples taken at the Scioto
Trail Elenmentary School, which is about a mle east of the plant, at 2951
S. High St.

In 1994, the dioxin levels recorded there were the area's highest - nore
than five times higher than background levels found in rural air. The
1995 tests saw an 85 percent decrease in the dioxin | evels outside the
school. Now the school's dioxin |evels are just slightly higher than
background | evel s.

Those areas nore to the east of the plant saw the greatest drops in
dioxin levels - due to the fact that the 1994 tests had wind blowing to
the east while the 1995 tests had wind blowing to the north.

At its worst, the 1994 dioxin levels represented about two or three
addi ti onal cancer deaths anong every mllion people exposed, the Chio EPA
estimated. The 1995 | evels represent about one nore cancer death per
mllion.

"We would like to stress that the (dioxin) levels at the school, while
hi gher than the others, were not deened to be a big risk,” in 1994, Koval
said. "And, if anything, the risk has gone down that proportional
anmount . "

M chael Drescher
Citizens C earinghouse for Hazardous Waste
e-mail: cchw@ssential.org
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